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The Sacrificial Egg
In essence, all short stories aim to create unity of effect and mood using few fittingly characters. Ably use of literary devices such as symbols, imagery and figurative language significantly help to add quality and value to these works of text. Equally, authors use these devices to achieve purpose, theme and tone (Roberts & Zweig, 2012). In the short fiction story “The Sacrificial Egg”, the author Chinua Achebe makes a good blend of these literary tools to collectively influence the reader’s reception as well as perception of the story. Additionally, noteworthy is the fact that the effect of these and other literary devices bear similar impact on all short fiction stories in the literary work proses (Roberts & Zweig, 2012). This paper aims to focus on assessing Chinua Achebe’s “The Sacrificial Egg” short fiction story and drawing explorations on the use of elements of symbolism, imagery and figurative language to influence readers perception and reception of the story using concrete, specific, quoted and cited examples to drive insightful claims.
Achebe employs symbolism in his story to appeal to the reader’s reception and perceptions of his work by using objects, characters or events which have deeper or larger meaning beyond what they seem. In his story “The Sacrificial Egg”; Ma, smallpox and the title “The Sacrificial Egg” are material instances portraying use of symbolism. It is common knowledge that postcolonial literature centered around combination of culture of colonist with that of indigenous folks. In “The Sacrificial Egg”, Achebe uses the character Ma to symbolize this blending culture in Nigeria. Ma who is a devout Christian approve Julius since he is a member of a religious choral group (Achebe, 2011). Equally, Ma has a deep belief in the local spiritual wisdom. Kitikpa, the spiritual quintessence of smallpox and Mammy-wota are simply “as real and meaningful to” Ma as the biblical Messiah as well as Deity. Notably, Ma is a perfect example of those subjected to Western Colonialism eventually being able to come up with their own beliefs as well as traditions combining “both worlds” rudiments.
Similarly, novel being as well as future possibility is often symbolized by eggs in various cultures. For the Igbo, peace and purity are represented by an egg. Also, during observances meant to cleanse folks from fury, illnesses or related misfortunes, an egg is often offered to the deities. For Julius, this sacrificial egg symbolizes start of a future with Janet together. Despite being a metaphorical start of affection, it haves the potential to blossom into years of love leading to a family. Notably, when Julius lands on an egg, it symbolizes having crushed his future together with Janet (Achebe, 2011). It is highly probable that Julius’ mistake was the stimulus for Janet’s as well asMa’s deaths.
Correspondingly, Achebe uses the literary device of imagery to create sensory expressions as well as to evoke specific responses to situations, characters, events and objects in his work. He creatively uses imagery to structure words and sentences. For example, in the singular voice of Achebe, as the narrator he says, when Umuru was still small, “there was an age-grade (a group of individuals similarly aged) who swept its market square every Nkwo day” (Achebe, 2011). This expression uses a rich prose and alludes to cultural references rendering a brilliant imagery that could apply to any place or time. The descriptive voice of Achebe as well as choice of language elevate “The Sacrificial Egg” from an interesting story to a beautifully crafted piece of text.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lastly, in his successful effort to convey ideas, in the Achebe’s “The Sacrificial Egg” story figures of speech have been stylistically used to render meanings that can not be taken literary. When Julius missteps on the egg, the narrator claims that Julius viewed it differently as a room a horrible artist was working (Achebe, 2011). This figure of speech infers to the egg Julius crashes which is surrounded by palm fronds similar to those that bar the doorways of houses affected by smallpox. He perceives his misstep as a sign of the disease’s entrance into his own life.
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